(@ﬂo;ﬁ/t_; of God

For we are the temple of the living God: as God vaid, “T will live in them and move
among then, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore come
outt from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean;
then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and
daighters, says the Lord Almighty.” ~ 2 Corinthians 6:16-18

N CREATING THE WORLD, God the Father had

in his heart the desire to create men and wom-

en to hve together both in communion with

himself and with the created order. The hu-
man family was to be a people created and called
into communion
with God, The
book of Genesis
tells us what hap-
pened when Adam
and Ewve sinned,
rejected God'’s friendship, and were alienated fram
God. God's providence allowed this to happen in
order to show the depths of his love in sending his
Son Jesus to heal the wounds of division caused by
sin and to restore us to friendship with him as the
People of God, the Church.

The plan of God, however, was not realized over-
night but, according to the history narrated in the
Old Testament, was fulfilled in stages. At the very
momment our first parents fell, God made his first cov-
enant with them, Promising a savior who will defeat
Satan (see Gn 3:15). God next made a covenant with
the eight members of the family of Noah (see Gn 9:8-
17), and then with- Abraham as the patriarch of his
tribe, promising to make him the father of many na-
tions (see Gn 17:1-14). At the foot of Mount Sinai,
God, through Moses, made a covenant with the Is-
rvaelites as his Chosen People (see Ex 19:3-6). With
David the king of the Israelites, God made a cove-
nant promising to the line of David a perpetual King-
dom (see 2 Sm 7:9-16), a promise fulfilled in Jesus
Christ, Son of God, Son of David, our eternal high
King (see Mt 16:16; Mt 21:%; Mt 25:31). Through
these covenants, God the Father was preparing the
world for the Church that would bring to fulfillment,
in the new and final covenant in the blood of Je-

sus (see Lk 22:20), his desire to draw all people to

himse!f {see Jn 12:32) and establish the Kingdom of.

Heaven on earth (see handout on The Covenants of

“Through Baptism, the Christian becomed
a member of the People of God.”

God with Us for a fuller discussion). The Church,
as that People of God called into fellowship with the
Trinity, realizes “He plan of the mydtery bidden for ages”
(Eph 3:9), as St. Paul says, by communicating the
grace and merit of Christ to the world.

The Church,
united in Christ
and entrusted with
his authority and
grace, is God’s in-

Union in Prayer, by Jam;w Tiasok, 1856-1902

strument or sacrament through which communion
with him is made possible. “As sacrament,” ex-
plains the Catechwsm, “the Church is Christ's instru-
ment. ‘She is ... the universal sacrament of salva-

" “tion,’ by which Christ is ‘at once manifesting and

A
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actualizing the mystery of God's love for men
{CCC 776). Through the working of grace, Christ
reunites all people and fashions them into the one Peo-
ple of God. St. Clement of Alexandvia wrote: “Just
as God’s will is creation and is called ‘the world,” so his
intention is the salvation of men, and it is called ‘the
Church”? (CCC 760). The Church is thus the goal of
creation; “the world was created for the sake of the
Church™ (CCC 760).

The call of Christ is for the Church to “nake diweiples
of all nations” (Mt 28:19). For this reason the Church,
spread throughout the world and seeking always to
bring the message of the Gospel to those who have not
yet heard it, is a family of a great diversity of cultures.
Wounded by sin, we too often sucenmb to the tempta-
tion to divisiveness, rather than heed the call to “main-
tain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3).
We, all of us, Christian and
non-Christian alike, are
called to belong to the Peo-
ple of Ged, restering our orig'ma.l unity under Christ
our Head. Weknow that God gives grace to all to seek
and find him; and G every nation any one who fears him and
does what ts right it acceptable to hun” (Acts 10:35),

As the People of God united in Christ, the Church
participates in his ministry. Christ came as the true
priest whose sacrifice was acceptable to the Father; as
the true prophet whose message revealed the fullness of
God's P}a,n of salvation and the mysiery of the Church;
and as the true king whose throne has been established
forever and made visible on earth through the Church.
'l‘hrough Baptism, the Christian becomes a member of
the People of God and is given a share in each of these
roles, The priestly office of God'’s people is realized
through the sacraments of the Church. Baptism, the
door to all the other sacraments, regenerates the human

“The Church is the visible plan
of Gody love for bumanity”

soul and establishes the People of God as “a apiritual
botasey ... a boly pricathood, to offer apivitual sacrifices aceeplable
to God through Jesns Christ”™ (1 Pt 2:5) (see handout on
The Priesthood of the Faithful), As a prophetic people,
the Church witnesses to the world through the preach-
ing of the Gospel and the example of authentic Chris-
tian living. Finally, the Church is a royal (kingly) peo-
p]e when its members, like their master who “came not
to be served but to verve” (Wit 20:28), malce themselves the
servant of others, especially the poor and the neglected.
The kingship of Christ can only be extended through
works of charity, becanse only love has the power to
change hearts and bring people to conversion.

In a mysterious way, Jews who have not accepted
the Christian faith hve still under the covenants that
God has made with them, even though those cove-
nants have been fulfilled
and surpassed in Christ,
for “the gifts and the call of
God are irrevocable” (Rom
11:29) and “they are.be-
loved for the sake of their forefathers” (Rom 11:28). They
were the recipients of the entirety. of God's promis-
es and covenants, righ’s through the New Covenant
in Jesus' blood which was intended first of all for
“the lout dbeep of the boude of Torael” (see Mt 15:24), but
which many of those living at the time of Jesus re-
jected. Although the Jews still look for the coming
of the Messiah, rather than to his return as do Chris-
tians, we share a desire for his coming,.

“The Church ‘is the visible plan of God's love for
humanity,’ becanse God desires ‘that the whole hu-
man race may become one Peaple of God, form one
Body of Christ, and be built up into one temple of the
Holy Spirit"™ (CCC776). At the end of time, God’s
plan will be completely fulfilled, and everyone that
Jesus has redeemed will be gathered together as one
People of God.

{CCC 768-762, 776, 781-786, 814, 831, 836 839-
840, 865)

' Lumen Gention 9 § 2, 48 § 2; Gaudivm et Spea 45 § 1

? Clement of Alexandvia, Pzd. 1, 6, 27 from .J.P. Migne, ed., Patrologia
Graeca 8, 281 (Paris, 1857-1866)

¥ Pastor Herma, Vision 2, 4, 1 from J.P. Migne, ed., Patrolegia
Graeca 2, 899 (Paris, 1857.1866); cf. Aristides, Apol.
16, 6; St. Justin, Apol. 2, 7 from J.P. Migne, ed.,
Patrologia Graeca 6, 456 (Paris, 1857-1866);
Tertullian, Apal. 31, 3; 32, T from J.P.
Migne, ed., Patrologia Latina 1, 508-509
{Paris: 1841-1855)
4 Paul VI, June 22, 1973; A? Gentes 7 §
2; of. Lamen Genbinm 17
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Thé Church s Fpostoliec

You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the boudebold of God, built upon the
Joundation of the apostles and propbets, Christ Jesis himoelf being the cornerstone, in whom

the whole structure U jolned together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you
also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. ~ Epbesians 2:19-22

HE SALVATION of the hu- ‘HPOJ[Dll.CL.ty L4 eddential the sake of us all, a firm pledge

man race is bound up

of his own divine authority (see

7 with the apostles. In to its authenticity.” Mt 28:18-20; Jn 20:21-25). Itis

Y¢ his own mysterious and through them and their succes-
loving plan, the Son of God called and appointed  sors that the divine grace won for us by Jesus on
twelve men to enter a relationship with him that was  the cross, and the fullness of his saving message, are

altogether unique (see Mk 3:13-19). He lived and  communicated to the world.

ate with them, listened to and consoled them, taught A careful reading of the Gospels reveals that, for

and adinonished
them. He trust-
ed them with his
very life and gave
them a share in
his own miraca-
lous power. In
this, he raised
them to a level
of intimacy with
God that was
not only unsur-
passed, but could
hardly be ex-
pressed or imag-
ined. They found
themselves Lifted
to the heights of
divine friendship
(see Jn 15:16)
and became ‘par-
takers of the di-
vine nature” (2 Pt
1), Tt was only
fitting, therefore,
that after accom-
plishing our sal-
vation, Jesus en-
trusted to these
men his own sav-
ing mission (see

DAVID CHARLES PHOTOCRAPITY

¢ 57

Mk 16:15) and Pope Jobn Pael IT, reigning from 1978-2005, bus been sueceeded by Pope Benedice XVI,
granted them, for the 2691h successor to the Apoutle Peter

Jesus, every-
thing depend-
ed on the apos-
tles. He himself
wrote nothing
down, and he
often pulled the
apostles aside
to explain what
was misunder-
stood or to re-
veal what he had
hidden from the
crowds and the
other disciples,
When they asked
why he spoke
to the people in
parables, Jesus
replied, “To you
it bhas been giv-
en fo know the se-
crets of the King-
dom of Heaven, but
fo them it bas not
been given” (Mt
13:11).
Although any-
one who fears
Geoed and does
what is good is
acceptable to him
(see Acts 10:35),
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God wills to save us and make
us holy as a “people” who are
bonded and linked togetherin
unity and charity. The ealling
of the Israelite race and God’s
desire to make them his own
attests to this, Nevertheless,
Israel was called in anticipation
of the redemption and z #ew
people who would be gathered
together from every tribe and
nation. Together, in all the
reality and power of Jesus'
death and Resurrection, they
would become “a chosen race, a
royal pricathood, a holy nation ...
who once were no people but now
are God s people” (1 Pt 2:9-10).
This new “People of God”
was destined to be gathered,
governed, and sanctified by
“the twelve apostles of the Lamb”
(Rv 21:14), They knew that
God was calling them to be
“ministers of a new covenant”
(2 Cor 3:6), “servants of God”
(2 Cor 6:4), “ambavsadors for
Christ™ (2 Cor 5:20), “yervants
of Christ and stewards of the mys-

teries of God” (1 Cor 4:1), They &P

were sent to preach the Gos-
pel that converis hearts, estab-
lish believers in communities
of faith, and administer the
sacraments that give the grac-
es necessary for salvation. In
short, they were called to es-
tablish the Kingdom of God
on earth, namely, the Church.
Thus, the one Church estab-
lished by Jesus Christ for the
salvation of humanity is an ap-
astolic Church. Apostolicity 1s
essential to its authenticity, Tt
is founded upon the aposties
and built upon Peter, chosen
from atnongst them (see Lk
22:31.32; Jn 21:15-17), with
Christ himself as the chief cor-
nerstone,

Since our Lord intended to be with us until “the
close of the age” (Mit 28:20), the apostles needed to

AR E“‘%gﬁ‘; &

A biskopl croster, symbolizing his office

of dhepherd of Christ s flock

“Every bishop, every

priest, and every deacon

can trace bis ministerial
powerds through the laying
on of bands of a bishop
who bimself can trace bis
ordination directly to the

apodsties themdelves.”

choose successors to them-
selves. We see this first in the
Acts of the Apostles, when St.
Peter initiates the selection of
a successor to Judas the trai-
tor {see Acts 1:15-26). St. Pe-
ter identifies this succession as
one taking the “office” of Ju-
das (see Acts 1:20), As the
Church spread beyond Judea
into the Gentile world, it be-
came essential to appoint ad-
ditional individuals to oversee
the various local churches, as
we read in St. Paul’s letters
(see Phil 1:1; 1 Tm 3:1; Ti 1:7;
the English word “bishop” de-
rives from the Greek episkopos,
which means “overseer”). And
we learn also from St. Paul
that, in his role as apostle, he
had the power to appoint oth-
ers to serve as priests: “This is
why I left you in Crete, that you
might amend what was defective,
and appoint elders in every lown
as I directed you” (T 1:5). This
transfer of authority occurs by
the laying on of hands, as we
read in the book of Acts (see
Acts 6:6; Acts 13:3) and in St.
Paul’s letter to his disciple, the
bishop St. Timothy (see 2 Tm
1:6). Itis the firm tradition of
the Church that every bishop,
every priest, and every deacon
can trace his ministerial pow-
ers through the laying on of
hands of a bishop who himself
can trace his ordination direct-
ly to the apostles themselves.
The Church is also apostol-
ic in the sense that, united to
the successors of St, Peter and
the other apostles, the Church
is sent out to convert the whole
world. Hence, all members of
the Church are called in vari-
ous ways to fulfill the apostolic

mission. It is the task of every Christian to spread

the Kingdom of Christ to all people.
(CCC 75-79, 815-816, 857-865)
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“Come, I will show vou the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And in the Spirit be carried me away

to a greal, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of Heaven

from God, ... And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. ~ Revelation 21:9-10, 14

e

E PROFESS TN THE CREED, “the one, haoly,
catholic and apostolic Church.” Tra-
T\' AV} ditionally these four characteristics are
called the four marks of the Church, The

first three marks are discussed below. Although
the last mark, apostolicity, is discussed in a separate
handout (see The Church is Apostolic), it must be
understood that it is the vure foundation of the Church
which ensures her unity, holiness, and catholicity; it
is the mark that links them all. The Church is one,
holy, and catholic because she is founded by Jesus Christ
on Hhe apmt[w, and be supernaturally guaranices that the
apostolic ministry will perpetually continue in ber bishops.

The name “Church” is a derivative of the Greelc
Kyriake, meaning “what belongs to the Lord.” The
Church is the moon to the sun of Christ; she reflects
his brilliance but daes net
create it. For this reason,
when we profess our faith
in the marks of the Church,
we are nol professing our
faith in the Church herself,
but in the Triune God who
created, established, and continual-
Iy sanctifies her.

The relationship of the

Church to God is so rich
and so diverse that numer-
ous symbolic images have
been used in an effort to
comrunicate this won-
derful reality. The Greek
word ekblesia {(derived
from “to call out of”}, was
the preferred word used in
the Greek translation of the
Old Testament (the Septua-
gint) to designate the assembly
of the Israelites, the Chosen Peo-
ple, before God. The Church sees
herself as the heir to that assem-
bly, in the threefold sense of the

JUPTTERIMACES

2r53

“While unity suboists in the

Catholic Chureh, this unity has
been profoundly wounded.”

The largest church in the world, SE Peters
Baustlica in Rome, constracted from 1506 b 1615

liturgical assembly, convened to pray and worship;
the local community of believers; and the universal
Church that is the People of God gathering in the
entire world. In all these senses, she is the Body of
Christ (see Col 1:18).

St. Peter and his suceessors were commissioned by
Chuist with the task of feeding and tending his sheep (see
Jn 21:15.17). Jesus himself is the door to the sheep-
fold (see Jn 10:7), and the Church 1s his sheepfold. The
Church, in ancther image, is a cultivated field, specifi-
cally a vineyard (see Mt 21:33-43) of which Jesus is the
true vine and we the faithful are the branches who bear
firuit if we abide in him (see Jn 15:1-8). The Church is
also symbolized as a building: the house of God {see Ieb
10:21), the household of God (see 1 Tm 3:15), the dwell-
ing-place of God among us (see Rv 21:3), the holy temple
(see Eph 2:21), and the new
Jerusalem (see beginning
verses above). The faithful
are the living stones of this
building (see 1 Pt 2:5),

Finally, and most beau-
tifully, the Church is the
Bride of Christ whom he loved and

“gave birnself up for bey, that be might

danelly bery baving eleansed ber by

the washing of water with the word),

that be might present Hhe chutrch fo

himelf in aplendor; without apok
or wrinkle or any such thing,
that dhe might be boly and with-
i out blemish” (Eph 5:25-27).
W24 Thisis the glorious Bride of
the book of Revelation, the
Bride of the Lamb (see, for
example, Rv 19:7; beginning
verses above), and she is our

mother (see Gal 4:26).
The Church is One

The Church is one because of

Christ. He founded his Church
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on St. Peter (see it 16:18)

and the rest of the apostles

and ensured that through
them and their successors
gathered around the succes-

sor of St. Peter, the Gospel
would continue to be preached
and his Kingdom would spread
throughout the whole world.
The one Church continues his
saving presence on earth and
unites the People of God in “Yove,
which binds everything together in
perfect harmony” (Col 3:14).  Al-
though charity is the most impor-
tant sign of the Church’s unity,
there are also three other visible
bonds of her communion: 1) the
profession of the one faith re-
ceived from the apostles; 2) the
common celebration of the sacra-
ments; and 3) the apostolic suc-
cession which ensures that the
authority of our present pope
and bishops is the same as that
received by the apostles from Christ.

We cannot fail to recognize that, while unity sub-
sists in the Catholic Church, this unity has been pro-
foundly wounded by divisions caused at least in part
by the sins and pride of her own sons and dangh-
ters, The Church prays constantly for Christian
unity in its work of ecumenism and strives to heal
‘these wounds and reunite all Christians into the one

Church of Christ.

The Church is Holy

Jesus taught us to “be perfect as four] Heavenly Fa-
ther is perfect” (Mt 5:48) and so the Church offers to
its members every spiritual gift and grace toward this
end of perfection and sanciity. Viewed from above,
the Church is that divine institution created by the
Father, established by the Son, and animated by the
Holy Spirit. She is the Bride of Christ and the new
Jerusalem shown to St. John in his Heavenly vision:
“And I aaw the boly city, new Jerusalemn, coming down outof
Heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for ber bhus-
band” (Rv 21:2). Viewed from here below, the holi-
ness of the Church is imperfect. As the Kingdom of
God on earth, the Church is made up of saints on the
way who have not yet attained the perfection which
awaits them in Heaven,

This of course does not fully explain the weak-

“The Church is meant to draw

people from every corner of the
world into ber fold.”

It i Fintshed, by James Tiosot, 1836-1902

nesses and moral failings
of some of her children in
past and present centu-
ries. For that, our Lord
offers the parable of the
wheat and the weeds (see
Mt 153:24-30, 36-43). Like the
master of the field who allows
the weeds to grow up with the
wheat until harvest lest in up-
rooting them the wheat is de-
stroyed, the Church is patient
with all her children and holds
out to them, even the most
hardened sinners, the mer-
cy and love of God. When
Christ returns to judge the liv-
ing and the dead, only then will
he “gather out of biv Kingdom all
catised of ain and all evildoerd, and
throw them into the furnace of
fire” (Mt 13:41-42). Tt should
also be noted that, during the
Church’s more difficult imes,
the Lord has been gracious in
sending her great models of sanctity and charity.

The Church is Catholic

The word “catholic” means universal, which is ap-
plied to the Church in two ways. First, the Church
is catholicin the sense of being “whole” or “total” be-
cause in her, according to the merits of Christ, sub-
sists the fullness of Revelation and means of univer-
sal salvation. Oaly the Chureh has the fullness of
the deposit of faith because only she is linked to the
apostles who were entrusted with it and given the
great commission from the Lord: “Go therefore and
nuke dociples of all nations ... leaching them lo observe all
that 1 have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20),

Second, the Church is catholic in the sense of
“universal” because she is meant to draw people
from every corner of the world into her fold. Thus,
evangelization is both a sign and a requirement of
the Church’s catholicity. God desires all people to
be drawn into the Church and form the one Peo-
ple of God as one family. Her missionary effort re-
spects cultural differences from around the world
when they do not conflict with Gospel values, and
the Church herself is made more beautiful by the di-
versity of gifts poured out by the Holy Spirit and by
the diversity of cultures in which she finds herself,

(CCC 748-757, 811-856)
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“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to bave you, that be might sift you like wheat,
but I bave prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned again,
strengthen your bretbren.” And be said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison
and to death.” He said, “1 tell you, Peter; the cock will not crow this day,
until you three times deny that you know me. ~ Luke 22:51-34

Now when Jests came into the district of Cacsarea Philippi, be asked his disciples,
“Who do men say that the Son of man is?” And they 4aid, “Some day Jobhn the Baptist,
others say Eljah, and others Jeremiak or one of the prophets.” He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ,

the Son of the living God.” ~ Matthew 16:13-16

Simon’s Confession of Faith

H\’iON’S CONFESSION OF FAITH 18 essentia] to
understanding his uniue role in the Church.

Tt was because of this

confession that he was
given the name Peter and en-
trusted with the keys to the
Kingdom of Heaven. “Blesed
are you, Simon Bar-Jona!” Je-
sus declared, “Jor flesh and blood
bads not revealed this to you, but
my Fatber who &s in Heaven. And
I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock T will build my chureh,
and the powers of death shall not
prevail againast it T will give you
Fhe keys of the Kingdon of Heav-
en, and whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in Heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth aball
be loosed in Heaver™ (Mt 16:17-
19).

Peter was “blessed” be-

cause the Father revealed to him the truth about his

Son (see Mt 11:27). This truth was foundntional and
definitive., The faith of the whole Church depend-

ed upon and was grounded in it. Initially, and ac-

Jeutes b8 ministered Fo by angels, by
Domenico Mastrotanni, 1876-1962

cording to God’s plan, it was
given only to Peter. Through
the Holy Spirit, he was able
to profess it openly before his
brother apostles. In turn, they
tao were blessed and given the
grace to see the Lord for who
he was. Thus, on the rock of
Peter’s faith, the apostles en-
tered into communion around
the only one who had the pow-
er to unite them, namely Je-
sus Christ. He is the Promised
One, the Messiah — truly, the
Son of the Living God.

“Peter is the Rock”

Because of his profession
of faith in Christ, Simon was
given a new name. In the

“The Lord Jesuds personally and permanently

established apodtolic authority.”
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“The pope is more of a father than be is anything else.”

Greek New Testament, this name is
rendered “Kepbas” (from Aramaic)

or “Petros” (from Greek), both
of which mean “rock.” Je-
sus called Simon “rock” be-
cause he intended te build

his Church on Simon’s
faith — a faith given him
directly from the Father

(see Mt 16:17), Ultimately

and without a doubt, Jesus
Christ is the chief corner-
stone of the Church (see Ps
118:22; Mt 21:42; Acts 4:10-
11; Eph 2:20-22; 1 Pt 2:4-8), but
he chose to build the Church on the
person of Peter, whose faith was essen-

tial to God's plan.

Apostolic Authority and Succession

The role of Peter cannot be discussed without
some mention of apostolic authority and succession.
It is clear from Sacred Scripture that Jesus entrusted
his own mission to the care of all the apostles (see Jn
13:20; Jn 17:18; Jn 20:21). He gave them authority
to teach and to heal (see Mt 10:1; Mt 28:20; Lk 9:1).
Furthermore, he promised to be with them until the
end of time (Mt 28:20) and to send the Holy Spiit to
guide them “nto all the truth” (In 16:13). Hence, in
the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus persan-
ally and permanently established apostolic authority
(see 1 Cor 12:27-31; Ti 2:15). He did this in order
to keep the Church united in truth and charity until
“the elose of the nge” (Mt 28:20).

It is also clear from Scripture that the mission Je-
sus entrusted to the a.post]es was destined to last un-
til the world's end. Therefore, they passed on their
unique role and anthority to their closest collabora-
tors. They accomplished this by means of the “laying
on of hands” {see Acts 6:5-6; | Tm 5:22; 2 Tm 1:6).
Today this is called ordination, that is, admisston to
the sacrament of Holy Orders. Tt signifies and brings
about “apostolic succession,” the fullness of which
resides in the bishops, but is shared by priests and
deacons.

By the will and grace of God, apostolic authority
has been preserved through an unbroken line, From
the time of Peter to the present day, this authority
has resided in the apestles and in their successors.

;f! Jobhn Paul 1T

Drawing of P

Rtacing an infank, by Paul Kerris

It is an authority to lead and govern.
More importantly, it is an author-
"™ ityto teach in the name and the
\7'-1 person of Christ and to sanc-
3\ tify. It is an authority given
.| by Christ Jesus himself so
: that all in the apostles’ care
may live in the assurance
of truth and achieve holi-
ness and salvation,

The Primacy

Regarding Peter specifi-
cally, those who succeed him
as Bishop of Rome also inherit

his unique role and authority as

chief shepherd and teacher. This is

expressed by the word “primacy.” Tt
simply means that Peter and his suc-
cessors enjoy the first place among the college of
bishops.

Primacy has very important implications. It is
tightly bound to the events that unfolded at Caesar-
ea Philippi. Remember that the Father first revealed
the whole truth about Jesus to Peter alone (see Mt
16:15-17) and, on the basis of this Revelation, Je-
sus entrusted Peter with the keys to the Kingdom of
Heaven (see Mt 16:19). Tt was God, therefore, who
founded the authority of all the apostles on Peter,
This meant that their authority was legitimate only
insofar as they remained in communion with Peter’s
profession of faith revealed direcily by the Father
himself. This is so significant that today, as then, Pe-
ter and his successors remain the perpetual source
and visible sign of the unity both of the bishops and
of the whole Church.

“Holy Father”

"The word “pope” comes from the Latin word papa,
which means “father.” The word “papacy,” which re-
fers to the pope’s office as such, much like the word
“presidency” refers to the office of the president,
comes from the same root. The roots of these words
are important because they reveal a central truth,
The pope and the papacy acquire their deepest mean-
ing and expression only within the context of a faith
handed on to others in the true spirit of fatherhood,
This fatherhood manifests itself best in an authen-
tic witness to Jesus Christ before the world, faith-
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ful even unto the shedding of blood. So the popeis
more of a father than he is anything else. In his role
as universal shepherd, he is charged by Christ with
the task of feeding, gniding, teaching, and defending
the People of God (see Lk 22:31-32; Jn 21:15-17).
Catholies, then, are not afraid to calf him “father,” or
even “Holy Father” because by virtue of his office,
that is precisely who he is. His office is sacred (holy)
and his role is paternal (fatherly).

The Pope is Human

At the same time, Catholics are equa]ly unafraid
to acknowledge that the

whole Church, asking him “Siman, son of Jobu, o you
Love me more than these?” (Jn 21:15). Peter, who had
not stopped loving Jesus, responds: “Yed, Lord; you
know that I love you™ (In 21:16). “TFeed my lambs ... Tend
sy obeep,” the Lord commands him (Jn 21:15-16).
In this light, we see that for Jesus, Peter’s primacy
is not a question of his human strengths or weakness-
es, Peter does not repeat what he stated before the
Crucifixion: “Bven if I mudt die with you, I will not deny
you” (Wit 26:535). Itis not a question of that. By then,
it had become a question of the Spirit of God, prom-
ised by Christ to the one who would take his place on
' earth. Despite his imper-
fection, Peter was chosen

pope is a human being, He
is imperfect. Peter, too, was
human and imperfect, pos-
sessing all the strengths and

“Lor Jesud, Peterd primacy is
nol a quedtion of his human
dtrengths or weaknedses.”

to stand in for Christ. His
election became a question
of the concrete posscbilities

weaknesses of human exis-
tence. Jesus prays for Pe-
ter “that [bia] faith may not
Jatl” (L 22:32), because he knows the
depths of human weakness. Jesus
knows that Peter will deny him; it

is not a question of “if” (see Mk
14:30-31, 66-72),

In spite of Peter’s denial, Je-
sus does not reject him (see Jn
21:156-17). While fully aware of
human weakness, he is equal-
ly aware of the concrete possi-
bilities of this man. He contin-
ued to value Peter’s confession
of faith at Caesarea Philippi and
led him patiently through his Pas-
sion and death and beyond his deni-
al. This valuing of Peter’s profession -
of faith ultimately extends to his succes-
sors. They must also face human fail-
ings while continuing to proclaim the
truth about Jesus to the Church and to
the whole human family.

All of this is central, because it is not simply a
question of the man Peter or the one who succeeds
him, Chiefly, it is 2 question of the will of the Father
(see Mit 16:17) and the work of the Haoly Spirit (see
Acts 2:4, 14). It is a question of Jesus Christ, the
chief cornerstone and the one who builds his Church
on Peter and all the apostles.

The Pope: A Work of the Holy Spirit
Following the Resurrection, and despite Peter’s
denial, Jesus confirms Peter's primacy over the

Pope SE Pinea X, the firat 20th
century pope to be Declared a saint

of humanity redeemed in
Christ,

In this regard, perhaps
it is enough to remember that on the
day of Pentecost, it was Peter who
first spoke to those gathered in Je-
rusalem. Peter reminded them of

the crime committed against Je-
sus (see Acts 2:14-41). By the
power of the Holy Spirit, Je-
sus could be confident in Pe-
ter’s witness to the truth. He
could, as it were, rely on Peter
as his vicar on earth and on all
the apostles — even on Paul,
who at that time continued to
persecute the Church and hated
the name of Jesus. This trust and
confidence on the part of Jesus con-
tinues to bear witness to the charism of
infallibility possessed by the pope and

the bishops in communion with him.

Servant of the Servants of God

To conclude, it is important o see the pope’s role
and presence in the Church as a necessary and fun-
damental service to the whole Body of Christ, In fact,
without this primary service of obedience to the truth, the
Church’s unity — so integral to the Church — could
not be guaranteed. Therefore, the pope is also called
“Servant of the Servants of God.” His role is minis-
try (service), to be carried out in the name of and in
the person of Christ for the good of all.

(CCC 85, 551-553, 861-862, 874-896, 1569,
2034) :
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Wysticnt Dody of Cs
Mystical Body of Clirist
For as in one body we bave many members, and all the members do not haye the

same function, 40 we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
' members one of another, ~ Romana 12:4-5

oD’s peo-

ple are not

only a peo-

ple called
together by Christ but also are united in Christ. This
unity in Christ establishes both a bond among the Peo-
ple of God with each other, as members are united in
a phystcal body and with Churist as The bead of the body,
the church” (Col 1:18), as a physical body is united to
its head. Through the power of the Haoly Spirit, the
soul of the Church, Christ mystically unites each mem-
ber to himself, enabling each to proclaim this mysteri-
ous reality: “U i no longer I who live, butt: Chriat who lioes in
me” (Gal 2:20). We refer to the Church in its relation-
ship to Christ as the Mys-
tical Body: T am the vine,
you are the branches. He who
abides in me, and I in bim,
be il is that bears much frudl,
Jor apart from me you can do
netbing” (Jn 15:5). Weare
united to Christ especially
in our Baptism when we
are buried into his death
and share in the glory of
his Resurrection {(see Rom
6:4), and in the Eucharist,

Whell J £8us sacramentaL
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Ly abides in us, and we in
him {see Jn 6:56).

In a mysterious way, Christ and his Church to-
gether make up a single unity, the “whole Christ.”
Because of the union in Christ of the People of God,
the sufferings and joys of each member of the Church
affect the whole Mystical Body: “If ane member suf-
Sera, all suffer together; if one member i bonored, all rejoice
together” (1 Cor 12:26). We share, too, in the suffer-
ings of the Head “tn order that we may also be glorified
with bim” (Rom 8:17). And yet the Church is also
seen in the intimate union with Christ that is symbol-
ized by the Bridegroom caring for the Bride as for
his own body (see Eph 5:25-30).

"The Holy Spirit, worldng through the Body, pro-

duces in us good works, growth in virtue, and ho-

“We refer to the Church in ils relationship
to Christ ad the Mystical Body.”
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liness of life, in a
shared journey to-
ward salvation. In-
dividual gifts (a.lso
called “charisms”) are diversified among the mem-
bers of the Church, who nevertheless are equal in
the dignity of their Baptism, united in charity, and
serve to build up the entire Mystical Body: “Having
Gifts Hhat differ according fo the grace given bo us, let 1s nde
thems: if prophecy, in proportion to our faitl; if service, in
our derving; he who leaches, in bis teaching; be who exhorks,
in bis exhortation; he whe contributes, in liberalityy be who
gives aid, with zeal; be who does acts of merey, with cheerful-
neds” (Rom 12:6-8). Fach member is to accept and
use his or her gift not with
pride but with gratitude,
submitting to the Church
in humility so as to pur-
sue the common good and
not individual power, rec-
ognition, or glory.

While all share the
same call to holiness, the
way this call is lived out
is-different according to
one’s personal voeation
or state in life. Some are
called to follow Christ in
marriage, others in the
single life, and still oth-
ers as ‘eunicha [that &, virgina] ... for the sake of the
Kingdom of Heaven” (Wt 19:12), Whether as priests,
as those in the consecrated life as religious brothers
and sisters (nuns), as hushands and wives, or as sin-
gle persons, all members of the Mystical Body are
necessary for the life of the Church and are bound
together by the Spirit so “that there may be no diseord
i the body, but that the members may have the same care

For one another” (1 Cor 12:25). Tor “there are varielios

of gifts, but the same Spirily and there are varieties of ser-
vice, but the same Lord; ... it &s the same God wha inspires
them all in every one” (1 Cor 12:4-6) for the good of the
whole Body, the Chtirch.

(CCC 787-801, 872)

The Associatian for Catechumenal Minisiy (ACHM) grants the original puschaser (parish, local parochial institufi

ot individuel) perimission ta reproduce this handout.




